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INTRODUCTION

ABOUT RUN WYOMING

skills to run a successful campaign. RUN WY is a nonpartisan and open to all
Wyoming residents, regardless of partisan affiliation or filing status. This handbook

(4] is updated periodically and the current version is available at equalitystate.org

RU “ RUN Wyoming is a campaign and candidate team training to teach Wyomingites the

HOSTED BY EQUALITY STATE POLICY CENTER (ESPC)

Founded in 1993, Equality State Policy Center conducts research, public education,

and principled advocacy to enhance and protect the rules, processes,

accountability, and public access that allow Wyomingites to participate

meaningfully in their self-governance. ESPC advances fair elections and

transparent government in support of all Wyoming communities.
www.equalitystate.org

HOW TO USE THIS HANDBOOK

Whether you are a candidate for office or a staff member on a campaign, this handbook provides
you with essential information and frameworks for launching, running, and winning campaigns in
Wyoming.

This handbook is designed to be interactive, with questions and worksheets for candidates to use as
they navigate the personal, legal, and strategic considerations of their campaign. The strategic
knowledge is specific to Wyoming politics and the dates and deadlines are relevant to the 2026
election cycle whenever possible. This handbook is not comprehensive on all topics, but we reference
additional resources throughout. There are countless books and online resources for candidates,
while your greatest resource for specific local knowledge will be leaders in your own community.

For further information on Wyoming elections, refer to the Secretary of State Elections Homepage
and their Biennial Campaign Guide. The RUN WY handbook and training are for informational
purposes only and do not constitute legal or financial advice. Please consult relevant Wyoming
statute, WY Secretary of State’s office, and local County/City election officials for further guidance.

From all of us at the Equality State Policy Center: Thank you for stepping up to serve Wyoming, and
good luck!

www.equalitystate.org - info@equalitystate.org - 307-223-1139
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FIVE ELEMENTS OF A WINNING CAMPAIGN

While there are many nuances to running a successful campaign for office, it’s not rocket science. If
your candidate and staff follow the key guidelines listed here, you'll be well on your way to achieving
your campaign goals. Subsequent sections of this handbook will help you build on these elements to
strengthen your campaign further.

1. Have a clear and concise reason for running

Your story is powerful. Connecting your experience and values to why you
are running is the most important way to build support in your community.
Develop a succinct and compelling “stump speech.”

Be disciplined; stay on message - always.

2. Have a plan to win

- Time is the most valuable resource in a campaign; spend it wisely. Your plans

- aren’t real unless they're written down. Maintain a detailed calendar to track
events, manage deadlines, and budget time efficiently. The campaign with the

best lists wins. From voter contact to fundraising and volunteer recruitment,
you need to build and update lists.

3. Raise funds sufficient to execute your plan

Your first fundraising list includes friends and family.
Fundraising helps you communicate your message to voters.
In order to receive, you have to make the ask; be specific.

4. Effectively communicate with voters

Direct (one-on-one, in-person) contact is the most effective way to
communicate with voters.

Targeted communication makes better use of your limited resources. Door
knocking, phone banking, and direct mail are targeted; yard signs are not.

5. Work diligently

As the candidate, you have the greatest ability to communicate your message,
raise money, and persuade voters.

You can’t do it alone! Build a solid team of core supporters, staff, and
volunteers to help execute your campaign plan.
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