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Candidates eye recording all votes
ESPC survey focuses on good government, tax issues

Voters across the state can learn what many of their future representatives think about recording all legislative votes, comprehensive lobbyist reporting, voter controlled elections and other matters on the Equality State Policy Center’s Web site.

The ESPC sent its 10-question survey to all 106 general election candidates for the legislature. More than one-third responded to the survey, which also asked about raising mineral severance taxes, making the sales tax holiday on groceries permanent, quality child care, and the possibility of opening the state health insurance pool to nonprofit agencies.

“These issues will likely come up in the next legislature ,” ESPC Chair Sarah Gorin said. “It’s important to know where the candidates stand.” 

Gorin urged voters express their opinions on these issues to the candidates running in their communities. “It’s a two-way process,” she noted. “We have to tell them what we think, or they’ll make assumptions based on our silence.” 

Most of the candidates elucidated their positions with comments included with their responses.
“The responses came from across the state, but we had especially good participation from candidates in Natrona, Laramie and Albany counties,” ESPC Director Dan Neal said. “But they’ll be making decisions for all of us. I think people will find the surveys well worth checking out.”

The surveys can be accessed on the ESPC Web site, www.equalitystate.org.

The Equality State Policy Center, a broad-based coalition of Wyoming interests, works through research, public education and advocacy to hold Wyoming state and local governments accountable to the people they represent, and to encourage and assist state residents to participate effectively in public policy decision-making.
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