Dear editor:
This week, a legislative committee voted to press ahead with two bills to exempt purchases of pollution control equipment and the components of “clean coal” power plants from Wyoming’s sales and use tax.  

Passage of these bills (originally written by industry lobbyists) would cost us millions of dollars in tax revenues, particularly for local governments.

These proposals follow the 2005 Legislature’s decision to exempt components of coal liquefaction and gasification plants from sales and use tax, a move which so far has produced no results. Yet Montana’s governor just announced that a group of three companies plans to build a clean coal plant in Montana, and specifically noted the companies had not asked for tax breaks or other incentives.  
Global energy corporations and companies owned by Warren Buffett don’t need incentives.  It is in their economic self-interest to develop clean coal, and they are required by law to protect our air for the health of people and wildlife.
Wyoming already exempts pollution control equipment from property taxes; most states don’t.  Most other states impose corporate and personal income taxes; Wyoming doesn’t.  Those seeking additional tax breaks already are getting very good treatment in Wyoming.
Electric utilities, coal producers and railroads have sunk enormous financial investments in developing Wyoming’s coal resources.  They are here to stay, and industry lobbyists testifying for the tax breaks didn’t suggest otherwise.
Yet they’ll happily take the millions if they convince our legislators that they need an “incentive” to do not only what’s right but also what the law requires.
Sales taxes on power plant components and pollution control equipment help provide the money necessary to deal with the impacts of major projects on communities. If these exemptions become law, fewer dollars will be available to local governments to provide essential services that the companies, their employees and the rest of us need.
If tax breaks will help hold down power rates (as claimed by utility lobbyists), then legislators should make sure that happens – assuming customers will care about their bills when they need a police officer their community could not afford to hire.
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